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Plagiarism Proofing Assignments 
Adapted from an article by Doug Johnson 

 
The goal is for students to develop higher-level research questions 
 

 
Level One:   
 
My research is about a broad topic. I can complete the assignment by using a general 
reference source such as an encyclopedia. I have no personal questions about the topic. 
 

Example: My research is about the economy of a state. 
 
Level Two:   
 
My research answers a question that helps me narrow the focus of my search. This 
question may mean that I need to go to various sources to gather enough information to 
get a reliable answer. The conclusion of the research will ask me to give a supported 
answer to the question. 
 

Example: What role has manufacturing played in an assigned state’s  
economic development? 

 
Level Three:   
 
My research answers a question of personal relevance. To answer this question I may 
need to consult not just secondary sources such as magazines, newspapers, books or the 
Internet, but use primary sources of information such as original surveys, interviews, or 
source documents. 
 

Example: How can one best prepare for a career in manufacturing in my area? 
 
Level Four:   
 
My research answers a personal question about the topic, and contains information that 
may be of use to decision-makers as they make policy or distribute funds. The result of 
my research is a well-supported conclusion that contains a call for action on the part of an 
organization or government body. There will be a plan to distribute this information. 
 

Example: How might high schools change their curricula to meet the needs of  
students wanting a career in manufacturing in my state? 
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